TITUS   GATES
Protestant Minister [Gates] who, many years ago, became a Catholic and contrived to get himself received by the Benedictines, the Dominicans and the Jesuits, but he was everywhere dismissed for his evil conduct .... This man has been examined in public council and has mixed up in his plot Don John of Austria, the Duke of Villahermosa and Pere La Chaise, confessor of the Most Christian King. . . In Mr Coleman's house three sacks of letters have been found and are now being examined ; many are in cypher, and he is in prison. It was certainly imprudent to keep them in his house after he had been accused."
Coleman had consulted the Duke of York, who had told him if there was anything illegal or even suspicious in his papers he had better conceal himself. As the documents when produced at his trial contained no tittle of evidence of connivance with any plot for assassination or rebellion, and as he had come safely out of the Luzancy affair, he not unnaturally expected to do so now. Money he had certainly received from three successive French Ambassadors, the bulk of which went to Members of Parliament, but only for the purpose of strengthening the French interest, and that of the Catholics in the two Houses.
"22 October 1678. Although this Plot is plainly known to be a mere invention nevertheless many innocent persons arc left to languish in prison, especially priests and friars, which induces other Catholics to fly or to conceal themselves .... The Ambassadors of Spain and France have applied to the King to execute prompt justice on this pretended conspiracy, because of the accusations against Don John of Austria and the King's confessor. His Majesty laughed, and said he did not believe in it.
3 November. The accuser has not scrupled to accuse the Duke of York of complicity in the Plot, at the same time denouncing his confessor, Mr Bedingfield. . . .
12 November. Oates has made fresh depositions, affirming that the Duke of York was not in the plot, but that Coleman had forged his handwriting and used his seal. He has also accused the Duchess of Mazarin, Mylord Bellasys, Mylord Petre, Mylord Arundel, Mylord Powis and Mr Lambert all of whom, except the Duchess of Mazarin, are in prison. Among the papers seized at Mr Coleman's house are
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1678do him all the harm they can with his brother. I hope however that the number of his friends may prove the greater, and that the
